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Hello Families,
We are excited to announce that we are ready to start bringing volunteers
and visitors back to our school buildings.  We are in the early stages of
preparing for this return on Monday, April 11!  As always, school volunteers
complete an application process that includes a background check.

Volunteer applications are required to be completed annually.  Our Human
Resources department will be communicating with schools and families on
how to access volunteer forms.  We expect a high number of volunteers
and application forms, so we appreciate your patience as we process each
of these.  Welcome Back!

Updates and Information *NEW*
Visit our newly-updated website for more detailed information on the
Capital Projects and Technology Replacement Levy, at
stanwood.wednet.edu/levy.

The Capital Project/Technology
Levy funds critical repairs,
upgrades, and maintenance of
district technology and
buildings.

The state sets down clear
boundaries around what
projects levies can fund, and
how and when dollars are
collected. Capital Levy dollars
can ONLY be used for building
upkeep and maintenance.
Levies are part of our total

annual revenue, they make up 15% of our General Fund.  Levy dollars,

https://www.stanwood.wednet.edu/levy


along with Federal and State funds make up the majority of our total
revenue.

The proposed replacement levy collects about $2.4 million each year over
four years. Approximately half of that is dedicated to technology upgrades,
repairs, replacement, training support, technology purchase, and funding of
some of our technology staff.

About half of the annual levy collection is dedicated to maintaining and
updating our buildings.  This includes costs such as new roofs, upgrades to
fire sprinkler systems, fixes to building damage and safety improvements.
We budget out years in advance and prioritize new projects and upgrades
based on levy dollars.  Meaning, we can “save” for a new roof at a school
because we have incoming levy dollars over four years.  If a levy fails, that
saving and spending plan goes away and projects and upgrades are not
completed.

How does the District decide what projects and maintenance are
funded?
The simple answer is that school district office staff don’t!  We facilitate the
gathering of information from our maintenance team and school
administrators about existing and future building maintenance, repair, and
updates. This information is then put forward to a community group that
evaluates and prioritizes the proposed projects and the budgeted costs.
That information is used to determine the levy amount and budget
expenditures in the future.

This prioritized list is our guide for the next four years of spending.
Sometimes, unanticipated projects that arise will require the use of levy
funds, so there might be adjustments to initial levy plans to accommodate
unexpected repairs or needs. There is constant work to be done to care for
the assets that our taxpayers have provided to our district’s students, staff,
and community. Basic maintenance, repairs, and upgrades are an essential
part of that work.



How do we spend District funds?
Just over 73% of
our general budget
is spent on
teaching activities
and support, about
13% is spent on
administrative
costs and another
13% fall into
“other”
expenditures.

Situation in Ukraine
World news and media coverage of the recent Russian invasion of Ukraine
is on the minds of many of our students, families, and staff. This situation
may impact families differently and cause significant impacts, especially for
families with ties to Ukraine and/or Russia and our military-connected
families.

Students are looking to adults to make sense of these events. Below are
some resources you may find helpful in talking with your child about world
news and the specific impacts on your family:

● How to Talk to Kids About Violence, Crime, and War: Common
Sense Media shares tips and conversation starters to help you talk
to kids of different ages.

● Talking to Your Kids About War: VeryWell Family explores ways
families can speak with young people about war.

YMCA Summer Camp Registration is now OPEN

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-violence-crime-and-war
https://www.verywellfamily.com/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-war-4147597


Summer camp at the YMCA of Snohomish County helps kids grow, build
skills and gain self-confidence in a values-based environment. The focus of
YMCA summer camps is to make a positive impact in the areas of:

● Relationships
● Achievement
● Belonging

Summer camps are available to kids from Preschool to 9th grade. For more
information on Camp and to start a Camp Registration, please visit the Y’s
website: https://ymca-snoco.org/summer-camp/

Respectfully,
Deborah Rumbaugh, Ed.D.
Superintendent

https://ymca-snoco.org/summer-camp/

